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Advance in the West Indies 


By J. Marcial-Dorado, Ph.D., Secretary, West Indies Agency 


HE distribution of Bibles in the 

territories of this Agency during 
1931 represents the largest circulation 
in twenty-one years. Give attention to 
the quantities —those who are kind 
enough to read these lines: Bibles, 
(11,824; Testaments, 8,361; and Gos- 
pels, Psalms, Proverbs, and Epistles, 
84,744 —a total number of volumes 
containing all or part of the Bible 
famounting to 104,929. 


Other Data 


In the direct distribution of these 104,929 
volumes, there were occupied the Secretary 
Agent, 4 office workers, 7 subagents and deposi- 
taries in the different territories, 6 permanent 
‘colporteurs and 32 temporary ones. There have 
assisted in this work of distribution 180 cor- 
respondents and 33 voluntary workers. The 
total number of persons interested in the dis- 
tribution of the Bible in our Agency during the 
past year amounts to 263. The miles covered 
to effect this distribution show a total of 39,760; 
and the number of cities and villages visited 
was 417. Among 
those who did this 
work are num- 
bered 190 natives 
=that is, sons of 
their respective 
fields of work — 
and 73 foreigners. 
The personnel of 
the correspond- 
ents and voluntary 
workers was 
formed mainly by 
ministers and 
meachers of the 
different Christian 
denominations. 


How and Where 


Perhaps it will 
be of interest to 
our amiable read- 
ers to know how 
this distribution 


Secretary 


ENTRANCE TO SUGAR MIL 
One of the sugar towns where most Bibles were sold 


has been made. The permanent col- 
porteurs have distributed the Bibles, 
offering them in the streets and from 
house to house, in 61 villages and 
cities; the temporary ones, by visiting 
282 villages and places in the country. 
The correspondents and _ voluntary 
workers distributed books to more than 
190 evangelical churches. The sub- 
agents and depositaries, by special 
visits and trips to some of the fields of 
work; and the Secretary, by means of propa- 
ganda campaigns in the press, by conferences 
in educational institutions, by religious services 
in the churches, and by visits to the territories 
and fields of work. 


Various Campaigns 


Dorado 


Various advantageous campaigns have been 
made in different social sectors. In the coun- 
try sections, our colporteurs have recalled many 
poor ignorant persons from their criminal prac- 
tices of incantations and witchcraft, winning 
their love for the true religion of Christ, the 
love of study and of progress. 

In the Insular 
Sadatenrio sor 
Puerto Rico, and 
in various hospi- 
tals and private 
clinics, some 600 
Bibles and Testa- 
ments were dis- 
tributed gratui- 
tously; and also 
in various hospi- 
tals of the terri- 
torieés* of gH aatay 
Martinique, and 
the Dominican 
Republic, belong- 
ing to this Agency, 
Bibles and Testa- 
ments have been 
distributed gratui- 
tously. 

In the islands 
oi St. Thomas, 
Santa Cruz, and 


eciilies 


L AT SANTA LUCIA 
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San Juan, of the group called the Virgin Is- 
lands, and in Guadeloupe, the French island, all 
territories of this Agency, there have been dis- 
tributed gratuitously 2,000 parts of the Bible, 
such as the Gospels, Psalms, and Proverbs. 


An Increasing Desire 


The needs and extension of the evangelical 
missionary fields in these territories are also 


A SINGLE SHIPMENT OF SCRIPTURES FROM HAVANA 
Dr. Dorado, Messrs. Barberia and Maron 


increasing the needs and extension of the Bible 
work. The trying economic and political situa- 
tion, far from lessening, increases the mission- 
ary vigor and spirit in the territories of our 
Bible Agency, and thus increases the demand 
for Bibles. Many orders for books have come 
from Spanish colonies in Cuba, Puerto Rico, 
and the Republic of Santo Domingo. It appears 
that the religious liberty, now enjoyed by Spain 
under her new régime, has awakened in the 
Spaniards of America the desire to read the 
Bible and to know the Gos- 
pels. From all the islands of 
Spanish-speaking population 
in our territories come invi- 
tations for the Secretary to 
visit the clubs and educa- 
tional centers and make 
known to them the status of 
the religious and _ Biblical 
work now in progress in 
Spain. Also, all desire to 
know the new progressive 
laws and the new religious 
laws of Spain.* Each one of 
these conferences, too, was 
an opportunity to present the Bible work in 
Latin America. After these conferences, our 


a any of ote eras ie Rome one that, while Dr. Marcial-Dorado was visitin 
year, he was elected a member of the new Congress from Seville by a large majority, and helped Ff 
request has come from a Cabinet Minister and member of the Executive Commitics eros ee 
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colporteurs sell with success in the sugar mills 
and cigar factories of the regions visited. 


Material Impoverishment 


The material life has been greatly impover- 
ished in the Antilles during the last five years. 
In the year 1926, a cyclone devastated the city 
of Havana and its district. Sugar, the base of 
the commercial life of Cuba, fell off in its sell- 
ing price. In 1928, Puerto Rico was devastated 
by another cyclone. Business of every class 
was almost completely paralyzed throughout the 
country. In 1930, a third cyclone devastated 
Santo Domingo, Haiti, and the French islands. 
Commerce was still more impoverished. 


Political Disturbances 


To these causes, which annihilated the ma- 
terial life, were added others which sapped the 
spiritual. During 1928, 1929, and 1930, strife 
and politics made trouble in Puerto Rico, by 
reason of the nonconformity of the people with 
the government. During 1929, 1930, and 1931, 
political struggles and disturbances in Cuba 
have created a situation of intranquillity and 
general depression. In 1929 and 1930, there 
were revolutions and disturbances in Haiti and 
Santo Domingo, and changes in their govern- 
ments. 

A Remarkable Advance 


In such a sad political and material condi- 
tion, see what has been the distribution of the 
Bible during the last five years. It ascended 
to 484,413 volumes for 1927-1931, as against 
277,000 in round numbers for the years 1922- 
1926. That is to say, in the last five years, 
there have been sold and distributed nearly 
twice the amount of the former period. This 
means that, in these difficult years, the people 


OPERATORS IN A CIGAR FACTORY READING BIBLES IN REST PERIOD 


of these territories clamor for the Bible as 
they did not during the previous five years. 


g his mother in his homeland, Spain, last 


A cable 
of the Congress that Dr. Dorado be 


allowed to go to Spain this fall, without expense to the Bible Society, to aid further in this line. 


September, 1932 
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The Quickening Power of the Word of God 


By the Rey. M. L. Vaughters, 


B.A., 


Secretary, Houston Division, 


William Ingraham Haven Memorial Agency among the Colored People 


HE Word of God is quick, and 

powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword,” says the writer to 
the Hebrews. It is probable that few 
people are more able to appreciate this 
burning truth, than those engaged in 
the circulation of the Scriptures. Liv- 
ing examples of this passage of Scrip- 
ture are constantly coming before their 
eyes. 
One Illustration 

One of our workers accidentally ran into 
the rear of another man’s car, going down a 
hill. The man stopped, and, after carefully ex- 
amining his car, looked up angrily into the face 
of the Bibleman and said, “You have damaged 
my car, and I must have pay for it.” 

After examining the stranger’s car, our man 
replied, “It is damaged a bit, but not seriously. 
However, I am willing to pay the cost of re- 
pairing it. I have no money at present. But 
I will arrange to pay, if you will exercise a 
little patience with me.” 


“It was found,” wrote our man, reporting 
the incident, “that the man lived in the little 
town where I was going the next day, only a 
short distance away, and we made satisfactory 
arrangements to have his car repaired. Not 
satisfied with this, he followed me back to my 
car, and, looking in upon my baggage, he 
queried, ‘What is all this you have here, any- 
way?’ I replied, ‘I sell Bibles for the American 
Bible Society, and this is a part of my supply.’ 

“He picked up one of our little Bibles lying 
exposed, and began to read some verses in it. 
His countenance began to change as he con- 
tinued to read, and, finally, he said, ‘I will 
just take this along as part payment for the 
damage you have done my car.’ He took my 
number and off he went. 


“When I reached the little town the next 
day, I found my man, and offered the agreed 
payment for the repair of hiscar. Heanswered 
quickly, ‘You don’t owe me a penny. Go on 
and sell all the Bibles you can. Seven years ago 
I was a very wicked man; but a man came 
through, selling Bibles just as you are. I bought 
a little Bible from him, with no intention of 
changing my way of living. As I began to 
read it, I saw that there was something wrong 
with my life. It seemed to grip my heart more 
firmly each day, until I finally surrendered my 
heart to God, joined the church, and am now 
- trying to live a life of service. It may be that 


some of the Bibles you are selling may 
have the same effect upon others.’ ” 


A Second Illustration 
Another one of our workers reports 
another example, writing : 
“A young man incidentally called in 


at the place where I was staying. As 
we discussed the subject of religion, he 


Rev. M. L. Vaughters Confessed that he was not a Christian. 


Many people took him to be a Chris- 
tian, but he was simply deceiving the peo- 
ple. He was not what he ought to be, and 
he knew it. I told him, if he was willing, that 
the grace of God was sufficient to make him 
just the man he thought he ought to be. He 
should read the Bible and carry his case to 
God. After selling him one of our little pocket 
Bibles, I marked several passages for him to 
read, and secured his promise to read them. 

“A few days later, he called again, showing 
signs of worry over his spiritual condition. His 
conversation seemed to indicate that he had 
something to confide to me. I encouraged him 
to do so. His story was one of the most touch- 
ing. Ivevyer heard; I shall never forvet it. le 
had gone far enough in his sins to see himself 
a perfect wreck. I again urged him to trust 
God and surrender his life to him. 

“One morning early, we heard some one 
knocking at our door. I opened it, and there 
stood this young man with tears streaming 
down his cheeks, but with a smile on his face. 
He reached out his hand, and, with a hearty 
handshake, declared, ‘I have overcome. I read 
my Bible and prayed all night long, until God 
gave me the assurance that my sins were for- 
given. I have the victory. I am going back 
home to my wife and children and live a Chris- 
tian life.’ In a féw days he packed his trunk 
and was gone.” 


Churches Can Help 


The local churches are beginning to realize, 
as never before, the great opportunity they have 
to do evangelistic work through the circulation 
of the Scriptures. Each church should feel the 
responsibility of giving the community in which 
it is located, the whole gospel. I often send 
Scripture portions to pastors of churches, sug- 
gesting that each member secure one for him- 
self, and one or more to give to others who 
have drifted from the fold of Christ. This may 
not only help the member of the church spirit- 
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ually, but may give him an urge to do personal 
work for the salvation of others. 

The Rev. A. Bailey, of Lake Charles, Loui- 
siana, writing for more of these Scripture por- 
tions, stated that the greatest revival in the 
history of his local church grew out of circu- 
lating the Scriptures among his peo- 
ple in this way. 


Among Boys 


Jesus found great pleasure working 
among the lowly, and it is natural 
that his followers should do the same. 
For somewhile we have been inter- 
ested in the Boys’ Training School, 
Little Blue, Missouri, where much 
fine work is being done in the way of 
building and rebuilding character. 
The Bible is the greatest weapon in 
accomplishing this. Some of these 
young people are orphans, and some 
of them have been sent there for cor- 
rection. I have had the privilege of 
sending Bibles and Testaments to this 
institution more than once. Ten of 
the group presented here were converted just be- 
fore the picture was taken. “They all love their 
Bibles,” said one of the instructors, “but after 
they are converted, they take a greater interest 

——— in the study of them. 
When they leave, we 
like to give them Bi- 
bles to carry with 
pennies 


AN 


Our Prison Population 

The importance of 
our prison popula- 
tion is often under- 
estimated. It should 
be realized that peo- 
ple in prison are peo- 
ple just as the rest 
of us. Prisoners are 
coming out of these 
institutions every 
year all over this 
country, to take their 
places among us 
again. The question 
is, Will they be bet- 
ter prepared for constructive citizenship when 
they return, than they were before going to 
prison? or, will they constitute a greater men- 
ace to society from having served a term in 
prison? This is largely up to Christian people 
to answer. 

The owner of a neat little grocery store was 
standing out before the door and invited us in 
as we were passing by. He was a man whom 


PRINCIPAL’S WIFE AND 
DAUGHTERS 


Mrs. Beech takes great interest 
in teaching the Bible 
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we knew seven years ago, before he went to the 
penitentiary. “I began business here only a 


few weeks ago,” he explained, as he showed us 
his attractive little stock. “I made the money 
with which I started here while I was in prison. 
The Lord blessed me. The little Scripture por- 


INSTRUCTOR. AND A THIRD OF THE STUDENTS 


Boys’ Training School, Little Blue, Mo. 


tions you sent down there meant all to me. I 
read them earnestly, and through them I was 
led to Jesus. I am through with the reckless 
life I used to live, and am now in for righteous- 
ness. I have some of those little books yet, 
and, as soon as I get a little straight, I want 
to buy more and send them to my prison mates 
—about two hundred of them.” ‘This man is 
making a useful citizen. 

“Tt just sends a thrill of joy through your 
heart, to see those unfortunate men, in chains 
and stripes, listening to the Word of God as it 
is being read and explained to them!” exclaimed 
one of our workers as he was securing another 
supply of Scriptures to carry to the peniten- 
tiary where he had been holding services with 
the prisoners. “As I read the Scripture to 
some of them a few Sundays ago, I stopped, 
looked them right in the face, and said, ‘Boys, 
I do not know what you have done to cause 
you to be here, but you do. Are you not just 
about through with it? You see what it has 
brought you to.’ Twenty-two of them decided 
that they were through, and gave their lives 
to God.” 

The Word of God is powerful, with a mes- 
sage of light and life to all humanity every- 
where, of every condition, and for all time. 

e@ e 

OnE of the pastors who receive the REcorp 

makes an encouraging comment: 


I appreciate greatly the receipt each month of the 
Brsie Society Recorp. There is nearly always some- 
thing in it that brings to my own thinking the un- 
searchable riches of the Scriptures, which I am at- 
tempting to preach. 


September, 1932 
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The Old Book Finding New Friends 


COMPLETELY revised lecture with 

fifty slides on the work of our Society is 
now available to pastors and religious workers. 
New pictures have been substituted for 
those beginning to be out of date, and all 
statistical statements have been revised. 
The new lecture on “The Old Book Find- 
ing New Friends,” in printed form, ac- 
companies each set. 

The slides depict the various processes 
involved in translating, printing, and dis- 
tributing the Scriptures. Beginning with 
pictures from widely separated lands 
showing divergent needs for the Bible, 
the slides show how the American Bible 
Society meets these needs. Translators 
searching for words and phrases, the 
processes of printing and binding in many 
styles and languages, unusual as well as 
more familiar methods of distributing the 
Scriptures throughout the world, are all effec- 
tively presented. 

The closing slides of the lecture describe the 
need blind people have for reading material, 


and how embossed volumes of Scriptures, es- 
pecially prepared for their use, are manufac- 
tured and made available. 


The lecture may be obtained, free, from the 
nearest Home Agency Secretary (see inside 
front cover) or by addressing the Home Office, 
the user paying return transportation charges. 


Colporteur Experiences 


By the Rev. A. F. Ragatz, D.D., Secretary, Western Agency 


XPERIENCES among colporteurs are 
varied. Some are intensely interesting, 
some surprising, some ordinary and drab, some 
dangerous, some distressing, and some refresh- 
ing. Here are a few garnered from last year’s 
crop. 
Lost His Ammunition 


A man stopped a colporteur to inquire about 
getting a job. In the conversation that fol- 
lowed, the man bitterly denounced God, the 
Bible, and Christianity. The colporteur chal- 
lenged these statements and, by tact and rea- 
soning, convinced the man that, since he had 
never read the Bible nor attempted to find God, 
it was high time for him to at least read the 
New. Testament. 


“All right,” said the man; “T’ll do that, and 
when I get through, I’ll make you take back 
some of the things you have just said.” Sev- 
eral months later, while the colporteur was at 
work in another town, they met again. This 
time there was no argument, no denunciation ; 
instead there were words of gratitude to the 
colporteur, and words of praise for the Tes- 
tament. 

The story was soon told. “As soon as I got 


the Testament,” the man said, “I began to look 
for certain things I had been told about, but I 
couldn’t find them. In fact, my skimming 
through the book accomplished nothing. So I 
started to read it through. While I couldn’t 
find the quotations I was looking for, I found 
so many other things that seemed absurd and 
impossible, that I wanted to look you up and 
make you acknowledge their unreasonableness. 

“As time passed and I didn’t meet you, I 
would forget the passages I had in mind. In 
order to refresh my memory, I would look 
them up again. I soon discovered that some 
of these verses, when read the second, third or 
tenth time, had a way of explaining them- 
selves. My ammunition was disappearing. 
Furthermore, I became conscious that a grad- 
ual change was taking place in my own think- 
ing. I not only began to enjoy reading certain 
chapters, but discovered new truths, new inter- 
pretations each time I read them. By this time 
I was reading the Testament for an hour or 
more every day. Much of my thinking was 
devoted to what I had read. Before I realized 
it, I was under deep conviction, praying to God, 
and the miracle of forgiveness and faith was 
performed in me!” 
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The Book from the Gutter 

In another instance, a colporteur tried to 
convince a man that he needed the help God 
offered in His Word. In parting, the colpor- 
teur presented him with a Gospel of St. John. 
The man took it, examined it briefly, read a 
few words here and there, and then threw it 
into the gutter. 

An eleven-year-old girl picked it up and took 
it home. Her father, a very wicked and pro- 
fane man, began reading it. Over and over he 
read. every word. The following day he began 
to hunt for the colporteur. He found him and 
requested him to come to his home that evening 
and explain the Scriptures. The colporteur 
gladly did so, with the result that husband and 
wife were converted. For the two weeks that 
the colporteur remained in that town, this home 
was filled with friends and neighbors every 
evening, and the colporteur was invited to meet 
with them, explain the Scriptures and conduct 
prayers. 

An Ingenious Mexican 

In a western town, last summer, a colpor- 
teur observed, for several evenings, a Mexican 
leaning against a lamp-post at a street corner, 
reading. On conversing with him, it was dis- 
covered that the Mexican was one of a group 
of day laborers to whom the colporteur had 
given Spanish Gospels of St. John a few days 
before. ‘The shack in which these men lived 
had no lights; hence this method of using city 
light for the reading of his Gospel. 

“I Like de Book and Read Him” 

A colporteur called again at a home where 
he had previously sold a New Testament to an 
Italian woman, who said to him: “You mem- 
ber good book you sell me? My girl she take 
it one day to parochial school. She read him 
at school—see? Well, Priest he come and say, 
“Let me see what you read.’ She quick hide 
book. He say, ‘Give me dis book; it no good 
for you to read.’ She say, ‘I no give you book.’ 
He say, ‘If you no give me de book, you no 
more come to school.’ She say, ‘De book is 
mine, I like him, and if me can’t read him and 


come to school, I stay home from school and 
read book all I like.’ ” 


“Some Fell upon Good Ground” 

A colporteur writes from New Mexico: 
“After working a week among people who 
knew nothing about the Bible and feared to 
have anything to do with it, because they had 
been taught that it was a dangerous book, you 
can well imagine my delight in getting to S 
where I found a deep interest in the Scrip- 
tures, and sold many copies. 

“The change in attitude was so marked that 
I began asking why they were eager to have 
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the Bible. I was told that, two years before, a 
colporteur had visited them, and, when they 
refused to buy, he had given them the Gospel of 
St. John, which they had read until they were 
now anxious to get the entire New Testament. 

“T carefully checked the following report and 
found it true in every particular. An elderly 
woman had told the colporteur that, if the Gos- 
pel he had given her was truly the Word of 
God, she knew a blessing would rest upon her 
if she read it devoutly. She read the Gospel, 
God blessed her and, true to the Spirit of the 
Word, she began telling her neighbors the glad 
news. Through the personal work of this 


woman, four of her friends were converted . 


and united with the church.” 

One of our workers received much help from 
a Mexican Baptist minister, “because,” said 
the minister, “about ten years ago the man I 
was working with, told me he had just bought 
a Bible from a colporteur and offered to bring 
it to work with him and let me read it during 
the noon hour. That was the first Bible I had 
ever seen. We read it every noon; we were 
both converted, and, a few years later, I en- 
tered the ministry.” 

e e 

Memorial Memberships—Continued 


ps HE article in the August Braye So- 

CIETY REcorD set me thinking of child- 
hood days, when the colporteur made regular 
trips through our section of the country and 
always stopped at our home. 

“Both my father and my mother were much 
interested in the work of the Bible Society. At 
one time, Father used to give a Bible (leather 
bound) to every Sunday-school scholar who 
brought two new pupils and looked after them 
until they became regular attendants. 

“One Christmas, in the early eighties, Father 
gave every man and boy in his employ a leather- 
bound Bible. This was not long before he 
passed to his heavenly home. It might interest 
you to know that, in the spring of 1929, a 
young man from Idaho stopped at our home to 
tell my mother (ninety-three years young) that 
his father still had his Bible and read and 
prized it more and more as the years go by. 

“Mother loved her Bible and fled to it for 
comfort many times in the years she was left 
alone with a growing family; and in later 
years, when her sight was growing dim, it was 
my great joy to read it to her. 

“It gives me great pleasure to make my fa- 
ther and my mother Memorial Members of the 
American Bible Society—John M. Stackhouse 
and Mrs. John M. (Mary C.) Stackhouse. 

“Inclosed you will find my check for $200. 

“ALICE G. STACKHOUSE.” 
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In the Southern Philippines 


By the Rev. G. B. Cameron, Former Secretary, Philippines Agency 


OST countries have their North 
and South, either because of 
differences in climate or in culture, or 
in both. In the temperate zone where 
the country runs down into the south 
temperate, there is a decided difference 
in climate; but in the torrid zone 
where the country is contained within 
it, as in the Philippines, there is prac- 
tically no difference in climate between 
the north and the south, even over a 
stretch of two thousand miles. Hence, if there 
is a difference between the north and the south 
in the Philippines, it must be in culture; and, 
behind that difference, there will lie a history. 
In Spanish times (1565-1898), the culture 
centered in Manila, which is the northern 
metropolis situated on the northernmost island. 
Here, in Manila, were established the seat of 
government, the university, hospitals and other 
institutions. Also, Manila was the only port 
of entry for the islands. Such a situation cre- 
ated a center of culture in and around Manila, 
which spread out over a good bit of the north- 
ern section of the island of Luzon. 

In addition to, and along with, its culture, 
Manila became the center of business, such 
prosperity as existed with scattered cocoanut 
holdings in the south feeding Manila’s pocket- 
books. The banks were in Manila. Even to-day 
there are no banks out- 
side of Manila, except- 
ing branches of Manila 
banks in Cebu and 
Iloilo in the south and 
in Baguio in the north. 

The higher culture 
and greater wealth of 
the North has de- 
manded, and its politi- 
cal power has secured, 
a grand network of 
macadam roads—in 
some cases asphalt and 
concrete. The South, 
on the other hand, suf- 
fers from a lack of proper transportation facili- 
ties, which makes its larger provinces seem of 
greater dimension than they actually are. 
These backward conditions are, of course, 
being gradually removed as culture and trade 
increase and raise demands in the South. But 
the South will remain backward for many dec- 
ades to come. 

All this relates immediately to Bible selling. 
- It relates immediately to evangelistic work. It 
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relates also to the preponderance of 
school mission-work in the South, as 
against the preponderance of field mis- 
sion-work in the North. The Protes- 
tant Church has felt its mission was to 
help lift the South to a higher place, 
culturally, and has played a tremen- 
dously important part in raising up 
men who have demanded better condi- 
tions. She has done it, of course, at 
the sacrifice of men for field work; and 
church membership as such has suffered. Hence 
it is not surprising that one finds a fertile field 
in the North for Bibles, and a somewhat barren 
field in the South. 

The Philippines, when all is said and done, 
are a Catholic country. Ever since the Amer- 
ican occupation, first Spanish, then, more re- 
cently, American, priests and bishops have 
poured into the islands. However, the North 
with its culture is less amenable to its disci- 
pline, and therefore it is in the South that 
Rome still holds sway over the masses of the 
people. 

Protestant field forces in the South are not 
only too few to make many inroads against 
such a bulwark of fear, but are being over- 
whelmed by the small army of American lead- 
ers and new Filipino priests being poured into 
the field. Literature is being used by the 
priests most strategi- 
cally among the stu- 
dents; and preaching is 
the order™ ot thevday 
among the more illiter- 
ate masses. Catchwords 
are being sent out to 
warn the people against 
Protestant leaders and 
Protestant propaganda 
—such as there is. The 
Bible of the American 
Bible Society is labeled 
“Protestante” and de- 
clared anathema. I saw 
one woman hurl a Tes- 
ment to the ground and spit on it when she 
found it was a “Protestante” Bible. 


Instances of Bible Selling 


Selling Bibles on Bohol proved to be most 
difficult. Bohol is a large island just east of 
Cebu, and is a province in itself. All day, we 
went from house to house in one of the towns 
near the capital. In one house, the woman 
opened the door a crack, and, on seeing the 
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books in our hands, exclaimed, “Protestante,” 
and spat to avoid evil contamination. Not an 
entrance was gained anywhere. The priest had 
warned the people against us. 

Finally, weary and oppressed, we sought 
lodging for the night. But no one would ad- 
mit us. Not even a cup of coffee could be 
had. The town was not only antagonistic, but 
alarmed for fear our books would spread dis- 
ease! Town after town was discovered to be 
in open antagonism. There was nothing to do 
but retreat. 

We went back to Cebu and south in that 
island. It was evening after a discouraging 
day. We were showing pictures in the private 
home of a church member. A crowd gathered 
outside to see the pictures. The story of the 
Life of Christ was being told. All went well 
until toward the close, when a final appeal was 
made for the reading of the Scriptures and the 
purchase of Bibles. Then came the stones, un- 
expectedly and without warning. The lecture 
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stopped, the windows were closed, and the 
stones ceased. Stones are useful for stopping 
a dangerous doctrine! 

We were in Iloilo on the island of Panay. 
Our Bible truck had been shipped down from 
Manila. In the North, we parade our name— 
it adds prestige. The tail gate and the lower 
sides tell who, if not what, we are. In Iloilo, 
we had to paint out the name, and put in a 
Bible verse. The priests had given our name 
as anathema. 

The truck crossed over to Bacolod of Negros 
Occidental. It is the main sugar-producing dis- 
trict of the islands. There the reception was 
very similar to that in the North. 

We went on around the top of the island to 
Negros Oriental. Here opposition set in once 
more, until we found its climax in a burning 
of portions sold in a barrio of Dumaguete. 

There have been Bible burnings in different 
parts of the islands, a notable one in Vigan 
(north) back in 1912 or thereabouts. ‘The 
usual method is to collect a few portions, pile 
them in a heap in the plaza, and set fire to 
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them in the presence of a goodly audience. The 
priest then preaches a little sermon to the curi-) 
ous crowd about the evil of the Protestant | 
propaganda, and the incident is over. This! 
rather cheap form of notoriety is, we are glad’ 
to say, rapidly passing, even in the South. 

Little was accomplished in Negros Oriental, 
although it was less difficult here than in some} 
other parts of the South. Groups were found| 
who had the Book, and these formed a nucleus 
for reaching others. A teacher was found here | 
and there, who was a graduate of Silliman) 
Institute, Manila. He was usually quite will- 
ing to allow a talk in the school about the Bible. | 
Portions were sold to the children, and to some 
extent Testaments and a few Bibles to the! 
adults. We felt encouraged and pushed on. 
Some towns in this province are, as it were, 
walled in with prejudice and superstition care- 
fully kept alive. Almost nothing could be done | 
under such conditions. | 


A month was spent in this province of Neg- | 
ros Oriental, and only 30 Bibles, 200 Testa- | 
ments, and 1,000 Portions were sold. ‘This is 
a very low figure compared to our northern: 
records. | 

| 


One might wonder why we do it. Why keep. 
on trying to break in against such solid oppo- 
sition, such almost overwhelming superstition ! 
But, here and there, a soul is awakened. 
Carcar, Cebu, a drunken man bought a Testa- 
ment. He read from it in his sober moments 
and was deeply affected by it. His wife wrote 
to our Agent in Cebu, asking him to come again 
and talk to her husband. In a remote island 
off the coast of Mindanao some one, years ago, 
sold a Bible. Not long ago our man went there 
and sold out! At another place in North Cebu, 
we were told the whole place was in an uproar 
over some Testaments we had sold there. The 
priest was trying to persuade the people that 
their books were evil. But we had showed 
many people the similarity between the “Cath- 
olic’” ‘Testaments and ours. Out of that dis- 
pute a church was born. Should we have been 
less courageous ? 

Near Cagayan, a governor’s wife and fam- 
ily bought a Bible. The colporteur, later on, 
spent half a day teaching the family group the 
inner meanings of the Word. This colporteur, 
himself, was rescued from drunken misery in 
that same town, in earlier years, through a 
Testament given to his daughter. 

Somehow a nucleus is formed around a Bible, 
or even a portion sold; sometimes a teacher 
arrives too. A group is found loving the Bible 
and following Christ. Later on, a pastor is 
called, a church is built, and a community is 
saved to Christ. Shall we cease to scale the wall ? 
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Cuba and the Bible 


By J. Marcial-Dorado, Ph.D., Secretary, West Indies Agency 


ile will surprise some when they know the 

love that Cubans have for the Bible. They 
acquire annually an average of 5,000 Bibles, 
3,000 Testaments, and 40,000 Gospels. More 
than half of the volumes of Scripture that are 
sent to the West Indies Agency remain in this 
island. 

And all these thousands of Scripture volumes 
have an ample and equitable distribution among 
all the social classes. In the country districts 
and in the cities, the colporteurs and corre- 
spondents sell alike to workmen and merchants, 
who request each year more books, because, as 
they assure us, each day they are more inter- 
ested in, and consoled by, its reading. By means 
of letters and conferences, the Secretary of the 
Agency and his assistants offer the Bible to 
clubs and intellectual societies. Missionaries 
and voluntary workers aid, in their churches 
and in their distinct fields of work, in the cir- 
culation of the Bible, reaching all classes of 
society. The public in general favor the Bible 
workers with their sympathy, by reason of be- 
ing accustomed to see them and deal with them, 
and finding them faithful, optimistic, and en- 
thusiastic for the cause of Christ. 


In and around Havana 

One of the most surprising examples of the 
distribution and extension of the Bible is of- 
fered by the district of Havana, the most beau- 
 tiful, best-known and most-visited city of the 
Agency of the West Indies. The vicinity and 
suburbs of this city have acquired, during the 
last four years, 11,000 Bibles, 4,300 Testaments, 
and 51,000 Gospels. The colporteur of this 
district, Sr. Victor Lopez, has broken the rec- 
ord, as it is now customary to express it, he 
alone selling in that space of time 9,000 Bibles, 
3,000 Testaments, and 37,000 Gospels. He 
has left thousands of Scripture volumes on 
the streets and in the cafés, in the hands of 
persons for the greater part unknown to him 
until the advent of the Sacred Book. 


Sample Comments to Colporteur Lopez 


What was said to this colporteur by a child, 
a drunkard, a chauffeur, a lawyer, and a to- 
bacco worker, is interesting. The child spake 
thus: “Please take this cent and give me an- 
other book like the one I bought from you yes- 
terday at the door of my house. Do you 
remember? ‘This little book is worth more 
than all those they have given me to read in 
the school. It is a pity that the school books 
do not have the story of the good Jesus.” 

The former drunkard spoke thus: “Mister, 


I am very glad to see you again. You remem- 
ber that day I treated you so badly and with 
harsh words? I was drunk, sir, at that time, 
as nearly always before. But I bought a Bible 
in the end. Now, I am going to buy another 
Bible, of the best binding, because this book is 
a treasure, and the reading of it has trans- 
formed me into another man. Can you not 
see that I am not a drunkard now?” 

The chauffeur shouted: “Listen, friend, you 
man of the Bibles; sell me one. A friend of 
mine, also a chauffeur, tells me that this book 
tells more truth and gives more consolation 
than any other he has ever read.” 

The lawyer expressed himself in this man- 
ner: “I have a Bible, and now am going to 
take another 
from you to 
give to a 
friend, who 
doOese not 
know the 
fundamen- 
talseor tiie 
trae Christ, 
no more than 
I did before 
Il got ome 
from you 
and read) it. 

Lastly, the 
$0 0 G:CC 0 
worker, on 
being offered 
a Bible, spoke these words: “I always thought 
that the best way to spend my time and enjoy 
myself was in smoking a good cigar. Now I 
am reading the Bible. I firmly believe that I 
employ my time better, and, furthermore, that 
I enjoy myself as never before. I now know 
what it is to nourish my heart and spirit with 
good ideas.” 


COLPORTEUR LOPEZ 
AND HIS FAMILY 


.| Recovering in hospital 

from an injury by a 

car when out selling 
Bibles 


Eagerness for the Bible 


In spite of the fact that Cuba, more than 
three years ago, suffered most severely from a 
breakdown in her business, there are frequently 
cases of persons buying a Bible when they 
scarcely have money to buy bread. In the 
country and in various suburbs of the city, 
many who have no money offer the colporteur 
bananas, oranges, eggs, or whatever they have, 
to obtain a copy of the Sacred Scriptures. On 
a certain occasion, the conductor of an autobus 
carried a colporteur free for ten trips, to pay 
the price of a Bible. 
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Special Services by Colporteur Rodriguez 

Various advantageous campaigns have been 
made in different social sectors. “For several 
weeks,” states Col- 
porteur Rodriguez, 
“T have dedicated my 
efforts to offering 
the Sacred Semp= 
tures to the police. 
In all the district 
stations and among 
the police at: ine 
wharves, my work 
met with success.” 
The same colporteur 
visited the crews and 
officers of the war- 
ships -Baire, Y ara, 
Pinar del: Rio, and 
Habana: a ls o the 
Presidential yacht. 
All the marines took 
Scriptures. 


Greater Interest by Roman Catholics 


It pleases me to recognize and declare, also, 
that in these last four years, the Roman Cath- 


COLPORTEUR RODRIGUEZ 
Selling in Havana suburbs 
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olics have shown greater interest in the reading 
of the Bible by some recommendation or other 
of their bishops. But the Roman Catholic ver- 
sions of Scio and Amat are very expensive, 
difficult to handle, and of difficult acquisition, 
because they are sold in few and little known! 
places. Therefore, the Roman Catholics come 
to our colporteurs and our Bible depositories; 
when they wish to obtain a copy of the Sacred! 
Scriptures. | 

Addresses by Radio : 


I have responded with much pleasure and 
gratitude to the invitation, extended me by the, 
Association of Ministers and Evangelical! 
Workers of Havana, to broadcast, and I have| 
given already three Biblical addresses by' 
radio. 

On a certain day, two hours after our last 
radio conference, I received in my office the 
visit of a public school professor. With much) 
feeling, he said: “I assure you, sir, that Cuba, 
in particular, and all these Antillian nations| 
clamor for the Bible. They need it, because the 
reading of the Bible is an efficient means of 
making the nations prosperous, materially and: 
spiritually.’ | 
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“Old Ironsides” Receives Four Bibles 


By the Rev. Edgar C. Powers, Secretary, National Capital Agency 


N Sunday morning, August 7, at 10 

o'clock, an inspiring service was held on 
board the United States frigate Constitution, 
now lying at the Navy Yard, 
Washington, D. C. This serv- 
ice was the result of a visit paid 
by the Secretary of the National 
Capital Agency to Commander 
Louis J. Gulliver in June. Then, 
during the course of conversa- 
tion, the fact developed that the 
ship was without a Bible. Im- 
mediately an offer was made to 
supply such Bibles as might be 
needed for the entire ship. 
Commander Gulliver accepted it 
with enthusiasm, and later for- 
mally accepted by letter the 
tender of four Bibles, to be 
placed in the Commander’s 
cabin, the wardroom, the li- 
brary, and the forecastle, saying 
in part: “I wish you to know 
that the ship and all her officers 
and crew are grateful and ap- 
preciative to the American Bible 
Society, and to you, in particu- 
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lar, for the patriotic thought that has inspired 
you to present these Bibles to this ship for’ 
the betterment of the ship and her officers and 
crew.” | 

At the presentation, this order 
of worship was observed: 
Church Call, by a member of 
the Navy Orchestra; Overture, 
“Liebeslied,”’ Navy Orchestra; 
Hymn, “O beautiful for spacious 
skies”; Prayer, Chaplain S. W. 
Salisbury, of the Navy Yard; 
Hymn, “Great and fair is she 
our land”; Scripture Reading, 
Psalm 91 and Ephesians 6: 10- 
18; Hymn, “God save Ameri- 
ca’; Sermon, Rey. Edgar Cor- 
dell Powers, chaplain 104th 
Medical Regiment, Maryland 
National Guard, and Agency 
Secretary of the National Capi- 
tal Agency of the American Bi- 
ble Society; Prayer, Chaplain 
Powers. 

Four beautifully bound and 
finely printed Bibles, one of 
extra quality for the Captain’s 
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cabin—the gift of the American Bible Society 
—and three lesser ones for the ship, the gift 
of the Maryland Bible Society, were then pre- 


Mr, Baker presenting the Bible to Acting Commander 
Lieutenant Hartley. Chaplain Salisbury, U.S. N. (right), 
Chaplain Powers (left). 
sented to the Constitution by Mr. J. Henry 
Baker, who represented both societies as Vice- 
President and president respectively. They 
were received with appropriate remarks, by 
Lt. Commander Hartley, U. S. N., second offi- 


cer of the Constitution. 


Many officers and men of the Army and Navy 


were in attendance. The congregation, largely 
composed of prominent residents of Washing- 
ton and government officials, numbered nearly 
four hundred and fifty persons. 

Among the interesting features of this un- 
usual occasion was the attendance of a Mrs. 


THE PULPIT AND THE CHURCH PENNANT 
Secretary Powers, Mrs. Taylor, and Mrs. Evans 


Evans, who was baptized on board the Consti- 
tution sixty-six years ago, the first baby to be 
so honored. 


BisLe Soctety REcoRD 


157 


Another noteworthy event was the presenta- 
tion to the Constitution of a church pennant 
made by Mrs. Charles Fisher Taylor. Mrs. 
Taylor learned from the Washington papers 
that a National Guard chaplain would deliver 
the sermon at the ceremonies of August 7, and, 
as her husband had enlisted in the National 
Guard of North Carolina on the seventh of the 
month, in 1881, and years afterward was lost 
at sea, she conceived the idea of making and 
presenting the pennant as a memorial to him. 
This pennant during the service flew above the 
Stars and Stripes, as is customary. 

A third item of very special interest was the 
pulpit, built by the crew for this occasion, and 
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PART OF THE AUDIENCE OF FOUR HUNDRED 
The Naval Orchestra leading the singing 


mounted on the afterhatch grating, from which 
Chaplain Powers preached on the text : “Blessed 
is the nation whose God is the Lord.” The pul- 
pit was constructed of material which exactly 
harmonized with the bright woodwork of the 
ship, and doubtless will be preserved for future 
religious services on “Old Ironsides,” the 
Navy’s pride. 

Those who attended this service were unani- 
mous in pronouncing it one of the most inspir- 
ing occasions of their entire experience. It was 
the first religious service conducted on the old 
frigate since she went out of commission, in 


1881. 


158 BrsLE Society REcorpD Volume 77 


Staff Movements BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


ROM a “remarkably successful” conference Errors The Secretaries 

in London, General Secretary North and | 
Treasurer Darlington returned the middle of 
August. Fuller report on the conference will 
appear later. 

For two days our representatives and those 
of the National Bible Society of Scotland 
joined representatives of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society at its Bible House, confer- 
ring on policies, practices, and work. Mr. Dan- 
iel Burke, a member of the Board of Managers 
who is abroad this summer, at the request of 
the Board generously so arranged his plans as 
to be in London at this time, and participated 
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INSTITUTED 1816 
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The Rev. and Mrs. G. B. Cameron and their | 
three children, from the Philippines, passed 
through New York last month and visited the | 
Bible House en route to their home in Winni- 


in this general conference. 

During other days, questions and fields in 
which the British and American Societies were 
particularly involved were under consideration. 
Dr. Oscar Boyd, of our Levant Agency, and 
Mr. C. S. Bell, of the Arabic-Levant Agency, 
were present when matters concerning the Near 
East were under discussion, as were British 
field representatives from this area. When im- 
portant plans and questions on the work in 
China were taken up, Dr. Carleton Lacy, Sec- 
retary of our China Agency, and the Rev. W. 
G. Sheppard, secretary of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society Agency in China, were pres- 
ent. This arrangement added much informa- 
tion and value to the conferences. 

The presence of Dr. Boyd was happily ar- 
ranged as he and Mrs. Boyd were on their way 
to America on their regular furlough, which 
they helpfully delayed for the purpose. ‘They 
have taken up their residence at Princeton, New 
Jersey. 

Secretary Bell, of the Arabic-Levant Agency, 
not only joined in counsel at London, but also 
there met Mrs. Bell on her arrival from Amer- 
ica and, after a toning up on the Continent, 
is resuming his duties at Cairo in September. 

Mr. Lyman MacCallum has returned with 
Mrs. MacCallum and their little daughter from 
their furlough in England to his work as Sub- 
agency Secretary of the Levant Agency at 
Istanbul, and is to “carry on” in the Levant 
Agency during Dr. Boyd’s absence. 

Dr. and Mrs. Carleton Lacy are on their 
way back to China with their two children. As 
he had been made a delegate to the Quadren- 
nial General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church last May in Atlantic City, the 
Society obtained the advantage of his presence 
at the discussions on matters in China in Lon- 
don, and he obtained the advantage of a six 
months’ leave with his family, planning to delay 
their regular furlough in the interests of the 
work in China. 


peg. After a brief rest, he is to take up some 
special duties in connection with the work of 
the Society in this country. 


Suppose the Bible Were Gone 


CERTAIN man dreamed that he went to 

consult his Bible and found every page 
blank. In amazement he rushed to his neigh- 
bor’s house, aroused him from his sleep, and 
asked to see his Bible; but when he brought the 
Book, they found it also blank. In great con- 
sternation, they sought other Bibles, with the 
same result. Then they said: “We will go to 
the libraries and from great books we will 
gather the quotations of Scriptures, and thus 
remake our Bible.” But, when they examined 
all the books upon the shelves of all the libra- 
ries, they found that wherever a quotation of 
Peg had been, that part of the page was 
lank. 


When the man awoke, his brow was cold, 


yet covered with perspiration, so great had been — 
how dark 
Man > 


his agony during the dream. Oh! 
this world would be without the Bible! 
would be like a wrecked ship dashed into mid- 
ocean.—The King’s Business. 


HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL 


Your money may be lost if you enclose in an or- 
dinary letter silver coin, bills or postage stamps. 


THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR. 


1. Register the letter in which you send bills or 
postage stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter 
for fifteen cents. 


2. Send the money by Bank check or draft. 
3. Send it by an Express Company’s money order. 
4. Send it by a Post-office money order. 


Whichever way is chosen, address the letter and 
make the check, draft, or order, payable to Gilbert 
Darlington, Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New. York. 


CASH RECEIPTS 


IN JULY, 1932 


Total Cash Balance 


$40,235 74 
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Annuity Agreements 


W hat is an Annuity Agreement? 


An Annuity Agreement is a legal contract in which the Ameti- 
can Bible Society in return for a gift of money binds itself to 
pay to the holder (the holder being called an Annuitant) a 
specified sum every year as long as the Annuitant lives 


Are Annuity Agreements safe? 


The American Bible Society having been incorporated in the 
State of New York is required by the laws of the State of New 
York to keep a reserve fund for the protection of its Annuitants. 
Not only is this legal reserve fund maintained and invested in 
high-grade securities, but additional funds are set aside and 
invested by the Society, so that at all times the total of its Annuity 
Fund and Annury Reserve is greater than the sum of all the 
amounts given to it by living Annuitants. 


. 
While the investments of Life Insurance Companies are carefully 

restricted by the laws of the State of New York, so conservative 

is the investment policy of the American Bible Society, that the 

greater part of its investments are legal for Trust Funds and 

Savings Banks; a standard that is more conservative than the law * 
governing the investments of Life Insurance Companies. The 

Society's investment policy has stood the test of over eighty years 

without loss to a single annuitant. The Society considers safety of 

Principal in its investments to be more important than a high rate 

of income. Each annuity is thereby safeguarded and its payment 

is made doubly sure 


Besides its Annuity Fund, the Society owns free and clear real 
estate worth almost a million dollars. Its manufacturing mate- 
tials and stock of Scriptures throughout the world, in over two 
hundred languages, are worth almost a similar amount. The 
Society also has other investments and resources about equal io 
value to the total of its Annuity Fund and Annuity Reserve. Such 
ample investment reserves and such a conservative investment 
program make the Annuity Agreements of the American Bible 
Society unusually safe. 


“This Society shall be known by the naine of the 
American Bible Society, of which the sole object shall be 
to encourage a wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures 
withour note or comment." 

From Article } of the Constitution 
atl the American Bible Society 


A GLFT THAT LIVE 


This is the title of a new, illustrated and attractive booklet, 
which describes the safe and satisfactory annuity plan of the 
American Bible Society. May we send a copy to you without 
any obligation whatever? 


NS 


Every Bible lover should know the answers to the 25 questions 
asked in the booklet. Send the coupon now and you will learn 
how you may be saved from financial worry, as have thousands 
of others. 


TG GA RaQ 


; American Bible Society, 
ACWEn. Bible House, Astor Place, New York. 


Please send me a copy of your new annuity booklet, No. 62C, entitled, “A 
Gift That Lives.” I understand that this request places me under no obligation. 
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